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The former fed fat the ancient spite they had against
the Spaniards, the latter, spurred on by the drunken and
sadistic Queipo de Llano, settled down to the work with
a will. Within a few days they had loosed the blood
lust which is easily roused in that dry, exhilarating
climate and amongst a bull-fighting race. But steadily
and systematically, all through the early months of the
war, General Franco and General Mola directed their
chief attacks against the working-class areas of the
cities and towns,1 Madrid they failed to take, but it
was only the low-lying artisan area which suffered
severely from the first bombings, and the later shelling.2
The appalling slaughter of Badajoz was later, but in
these earlier days some two thousand were killed at
Saragossa, fifteen hundred at Burgos, and seven thousand
altogether in Navarre, which was always a reactionary
area* At least fifty thousand unarmed civilian v/orkers
were killed in the first fortnight. They were slaughtered
as cattle are slaughtered in some backward country,
and the men who killed them were Moors, Foreign
Legionaries (mostly German), and middle-class Spaniards.
When the regular German and Italian troops arrived
the war became more regular, a 'front line* was devel-
oped running roughly north and south, but the killing
went on spasmodically in both areas for some time.
1The success of their efforts at exterminating their political
opponents is recognized by their English admirers. * A change of
political orientation has undoubtedly been facilitated by a process
of extinction." Wing-Commander James, M.P., The Times, Dec.,
14th, 1937.
*Xhe committee for which the writer was working had its
Madrid headquarters in the Calle de Lista, a fashionable part
which remained untouched throughout the year. Other areas
were rendered totally uninhabitable. Unkind people affirmed
that one of General Franco's leading supporters had a mortgage
on most of the Calle de Lista, and we could therefore sleep safely
in our beds. No one who has seen anything of the war in Spain
can miss the definitely class antagonism of the invading army.

